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Dear GWBA Family,

One of the things that brings me joy is retrieving mail from the mailbox at the office.
Whenever I see an envelope with a church’s name on it, my heart is touched knowing
what is inside the envelope.I know that this envelope contains a wonderful 
gift from that church that is part of the Greater Wabash Baptist family. This also happens
whenever I am in the office and someone takes the time to drop off a contribution. Every
envelope that comes to the office with a monthly or weekly contribution brings me a
moment of giving thanks and saying a silent prayer of thanks for that church.

I think of how thankful Paul was for the churches that supported him with gifts and
resources and also gave gifts and resources to help others in need. I know that the
contributions given each month from our GWBA family come from the heart and that
contribution touches the lives of others. These contributions go to support the
Association leader, the administrative staff, the office expenses, and ministries of the
GWBA family of churches - Camp, Missions and Ministry Team, Pastor fellowships and
Disaster Relief to name a few.

One of the things I have enjoyed sharing in the last few months is what is going on in our
GWBA family. I enjoyed working with the camp leadership team and Harold Howell to
bring the GWBA Disaster relief trailer to camp. The trailer was opened and students had
the opportunity to see the collected equipment that is used when the trailer is deployed
to an area where there are fallen trees that are needing removal. The students at the
mission time heard of the opportunity to join the Disaster Relief effort as a green shirt. the
students learned that the giving of the GWBA family has provided a resource that their
church might be able to tap into when their community has been hit with a storm. The
trailer is a resource from our generous offerings, and we don’t want it to remain the best
kept secret of the family.

I want to take time to thank our churches for their giving to the Cooperative Program. I
want to thank you for designating a specific amount each month to go to the local
association, the state convention and the national convention to help the name of Jesus
to be heard locally and to the ends of the earth. Those envelopes and checks may look
to many like a plain piece of paper with words on them. To me they are gifts of love and
commitment to Jesus that I am privileged to see being sent and gathered for a kingdom
cause. I want to encourage you to keep giving and helping us be a light for the counties
and communities that we serve. There are still those who need to hear about the name
of Jesus and how to have a relationship with Jesus.

In His Name
Jay Loucks
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 Baptisms   

If your church has baptism pictures to share, 
please send them to us so we can rejoice with you. 

It is wonderful to see how the Lord continues to work in our churches. 

Samaria

Deedee Simpson (picture on right) was baptized by
Pastor Nathanial Trowbridge on July 12  as the Samaria
congregation celebrated her new life in Christ.

th

Two weeks later he baptized Elizabeth (left/below) and
Loretta (right/below), two young ladies from their
Kingdom Kids program.



Spotlight on Two GWBA Churches

Check out next month’s edition of The Tie 
to learn about two more of our churches.

Mill Shoals Baptist Church
Not every church has the opportunity to pray for
one of their ministers as he prepares to take a
bride, but that’s exactly what happened at Mill
Shoals Baptist Church.

James Murphy is one of three men who currently
take turns preaching God’s Word to the members
and visitors of Mill Shoals Baptist Church which
was established in 1899. 

The picture on the right was taken at a June 6
wedding shower the church hosted for James
and Rebekah, his bride-to-be. 

th

The couple was married at Grace Baptist Church
in St. Charles Missouri on July 18 .  They reside in
Flora Illinois.

th

Elm River Baptist Church

A new item we want to include in our TIE is putting the spotlight on one or two 
of the churches in the GWBA Family. We will be reaching out each month to ask 
one or two of our churches to respond with a description of their church’s ministry 
to their members and their community. This month we are featuring Elm River 
Baptist Church and Mill Shoals Baptist Church.

Let us pray for Elm River Baptist Church and Mill Shoals Baptist Church during
the month of August.

Elm River Baptist Church was established in 1910 and is
nestled among the farmlands outside of Fairfield. Bill
McKiddy has been the pastor there since January 26, 1997,
making his tenure the second largest one of any of our GWBA
pastors. 

Bill and his wife Theresa have had some health issues
through the years but they continue to serve the Lord and
trust Him to take care of them.



GWBA Family News

I (Jeanette) took a stroll through Facebook to see what had been happening in the GWBA 
churches in the past month. Obviously not all of our churches have a presence on Facebook 
and some of those that do had not reported anything in July other than recordings of their services, 
but I was able to discoverer some noteworthy things in my stroll through Facebook.

Ellis Mound hosted a youth rally this month with about 100 
in attendance,. It was great to see so many young people in 
the church building.

First Missionary Baptist Church of Albion had different 
booth activities each night  of the Edwards County Fair, things 
like Kindness Challenge, Prayer, favorite Bible verse, and Justin’s Wheel of Misfortune. 

Fairfield FBC hosted VBS in July, touching the lives of many youngsters.

Grayville FBC has a transformed church office. Pastor David Smith’s prayer is that this office will continue
to be a place where God's Word is studied faithfully and where people find encouragement, truth, and
hope. And of course a place where coffee is consumed and plenty of laughter to go with it.

                                                                                            Mt. Carmel FBC currently has a mission team in Dapravine,
                                                                                         Bosnia where they are teaching English. The church held a
                                                                                         home  prayer meeting to pray for  the team and the Bosnians
                                                                                         they are working with. The team members are Gina Johnson,
                                                                                         Grace Johnson, Nadia Knapp, Naomi Knapp, Titus Freels, and
                                                                                         Pastor Steve Freels. They will return home on August 4th.

Mill Shoals regularly posts words of wisdom on their Facebook page. One of the July posts read:  David’s
brothers saw a shepherd. God saw a king. Let God define you and not others.

Northside Grayville shared these words to the children who attended their Illumination Station VBS in
July: Kids - we hope you enjoyed your time with us! Don’t forget to let the light of Jesus shine everywhere
we go!

Olive Branch will be hosting a Back to School Splash event on Saturday (you’ll find the flyer on 
page 6 of this edition of The Tie. Though it wasn’t posted on Facebook, I hear that our interim AMS 
might be found inside the dunk tank at some point. If so, I hope we catch some pictures for the
September edition of The Tie. 

Sims Missionary Baptist Church recently resurfaced their front 
parking lot.

Stewart Street hosted VBS on July 25th followed by a pool party.



GWBA News

Camp
Camp may be over, but the memories aren’t!  There will be a camp
report and camp pictured in the September edition of The Tie.

It’s ACP Time
ACP’s have been sent out, and we want to encourage all our churches to fill them out and return
them to the GWBA office in care of our Association Clerk, Keri Mosson. Thanks for your
participation.

Update on the GWBA Search Committee

The Search Committee is currently receiving resumes for the role of Associational Mission Strategist
for our Association. Please be in prayer for the Search Committee members as they prayerfully
process the information about any potential candidates and be in prayer for the individuals who are
being considered for the role. May we follow the Lord’s direction as He leads us to the man He has
chosen to be our next AMS.



Olive Branch Back to School Splash



Jamey Johnson to Sing at Ellis Mound



BCHFS Fall Festival



IBSA Youth Encounter



GWBA - August Birthdays and Anniversaries

1       Drake Caudill (celebrating 8 years at FBC Carmi)
1       Vanessa Kiser
1       Rob Windes (celebrating 2 years at FBC Mt. Carmel)
2      Jonathan Caudill
3      Renee Fellows
4      Anna Grace Harl
5      Steve Hamson (celebrating 8 years at Olive Branch)
5      Matt Barner
7      Jeanie Hamson
10     Tim Lasswell
18     Steve & Jeanie Hamson
18     Micaiah Freels
20     Jim & Betty Minnick
24     Daniel Bradley
27     David Smith (celebrating 9 years at FBC Grayville)
29     Drake Caudill

Greater Wabash Baptist Association has a website. Have you checked it out?
greaterwabash.org

We're also on Facebook.

Did You Know?

The GWBA Annual Meeting - September 20th

Greater Wabash Baptist Association Annual Meeting
September 20, 2026
begins at 3:30 p.m.

Host Church: First Baptist of Carmi

The keynote speaker for our Annual Meeting will be Scott Foshie, 
the Executive Director of Illinois Baptist State Association. Among 
other reports, we’ll welcome Bill Foote, the Director of Operations 
and Compliance at the Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services, 
to bring their report.

We are looking forward to this time for the GWBA family to gather for worship and to hear the work of
our association and conduct any necessary business. We are thankful to First Baptist Church of
Carmi for hosting us.

Be sure to come for the meeting which begins at 3:30 and includes a delicious meal prepared by
First Baptist Church of Carmi before concluding with an evening time of worship.

http://greaterwabash.org/


If you have used Sunday School literature to be taken to Love Packages 
to be shipped for reuse internationally  please contact Jay Loucks 

at 618-599-5448 or via email at pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com

mailto:pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com
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