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Briefs from Brent

I am turning in my office keys on March 31. On April 2 I will be sixty-nine 
years old. The official name for that is retirement. I prefer to think of it as the
beginning of a new chapter in life. I have some plans and some dreams, but I
honestly do not know what this new period in my life is going to look like.
Throughout my life I planned and kept my eye on the future, while at the same
time seeking to live day by day, step by step, with my ears open and heart aware
of the voice of God. I will continue to take that stance.

Jeanette, Brock, and I wish to say thank you for a wonderful eleven years of
serving the churches of the Greater Wabash Baptist Association. I will miss being
in this role. But we are not moving. Fairfield has become home for us. We bought
a house near Fairfield two and a half years ago and we plan to live here. I hope
to continue to preach as often as possible. If you need a pulpit supply or interim
and I am available, I will be glad to help.

When people have asked me about the Greater Wabash Baptist Association, I
have always bragged that we are the best association in Illinois. Our churches
differ from one another in many ways, yet we have a tremendous spirit of
cooperation. Our churches are generous. If there is a special financial need such
as the support of our Disaster Relief ministry, or our annual youth camp, or
improvements on our buildings, our churches have graciously responded. This
cannot be said about every association, but it is true of ours. We are Baptist
churches so we have autonomy and yet we know the value of abiding with one
another. 

I love the GWBA family. Our people and our churches are some of the best. I
believe our association has a great future. Time and circumstances cause things
to evolve. We do not look the same as when we began nearly 150 years ago.
What you remember about GWBA 40 years ago is different than it is today. We
have changed during my time as your leader. More changes will develop in the
years ahead. But the gospel is the same and it is still relevant to be on mission
together. I will be praying with you and for you as you discover the best path
forward in the years to come. 

Mailing Address:
101 NE 7th Street
Fairfield IL 62837

Phone Number: 
618-847-3041

Email:
greaterwabash@hotmail.com

Jay Loucks
Interim Associational Mission

Strategist

618-599-5448

Jeanette Cloyd
Administrative Assistant

Janie Stephens
Treasurer

Kerri Mosson
Clerk



 GWBA Interim 

Brent Cloyd has retired as the Associational Missions Strategists (AMS) of our 
Association. Our by-laws state that the Leadership Team of the Greater Wabash 
Baptist Association has the responsibility to appoint an AMS Search Committee for 
the purpose of selecting a candidate for the AMS position to be presented in view of a 
call to the messengers of the Association. The Leadership Team’s goal is to appoint the Search
Committee by the middle of May. 

Jay Loucks, Interim Associational Mission Strategist (AMS)

Jay Loucks is the Moderator of the GWBA. 
As such it is his responsibility to chair and 
give leadership to the Leadership Team in 
the absence of an AMS. Not knowing how 
long the search process will take and 
desiring to have continuity, the Leadership 
Team has asked Jay to serve as the 
Interim AMS on a half-time basis (20 hours 
per week). Jay will begin as interim AMS 
on April 1, 2026.

Jay is well known in our association and 
has been very involved in our GWBA Camp 
ministry. He grew up in Ohio and has served 
churches in Arizona, West Virginia, and Ohio. 
For the last 5 ½ years he has served as the pastor of Wayne City Baptist Church. He holds an
Associate degree in biblical studies, a Bachelor of Ministry degree, a Master of Theology degree,
and a Doctor of Ministry degree in biblical counseling from Andersonville Theological Seminary of
Camilla, Georgia. He is married to Joann. They have two adult children, a son and a daughter. 

If you need to contact Jay, you can do so at (618)-599-5448 or email him at
pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com. 

mailto:pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com


 Baptisms   

If your church has baptism pictures to share, 
please send them to us so we can rejoice with you. 

It is wonderful to see how the Lord continues to work in our churches. 

The Lord is on the move in the life of First 
Baptist Church of Carmi. Pictured on the left in the
picture is Pastor Drake. On the right is Jake Swift. Jake
assisted Pastor Drake in baptizing his two sons, Issac
and Tanner Swift. Pictured also is Jessica Woods (friend
of Nate Mugge), who helped lead Nate to the Lord and
stood beside him as a support/encouragement during
the baptism. The young lady in the front who was
baptized is Colette Garner. What a great day in the Lord
for these people and for the congregation in Carmi.

The Lord continues his good work at First Baptist Grayville. Pastor David Smith reports the baptisms
of Ken Martin and Korey Martin. 

FBC Grayville

FBC Carmi

FBC Mt. Carmel
Pastor Steve Freels at First Baptist Mt. Carmel had the privilege
of baptizing Adam Brewer. It is always a great day to see new
believers give testimony of their faith and intentionality to live
for Jesus.

Northside, Fairfield 

It was a great day at North Side Baptist Church in Fairfield. 95 people were in attendance for the
baptisms of Ashley Porter, Jason Brown, and Temperance Sanders. Hallelujah what a Savior!



GWBA News

GWBA Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast

First Baptist Church Fairfield will host a GWBA Pastor’s Prayer Breakfast on Tuesday April 7 at 7:30
AM. This is a time to come together and join with one another in seeking the Lord for our association
and our churches. 

GWBA Deacon Training

GWBA  Training

Seventeen people were in attendance for the GWBA training night at North Side Baptist Church in
Fairfield on Thursday March 12. Jay Loucks led a training session on children and youth. Kaleb
Collard led a session on the use of church Media.

Deacons from four of our GWBA
churches attended the deacon
training at Sims Missionary Baptist
Church on Saturday March 21.
The training was led by IBSA Zone
Consultant Bob Dickerson.



Albion Is Hosting a Youth Event

The First Missionary Baptist Church would like to invite your young people to attend
their Bringing Back the Blaze event. The church is located at 106 South 4  Street in Albion.th



GWBA Camp

Camp Registration

Camp Month Report
February was designated Camp Month in our association. So far $15,967.70 has been given as
designated gifts for our camp ministry. If individuals or churches still wish to give to our camp
ministry they can send donations to Greater Wabash Baptist Association, 101 N. 7  Street, Fairfield,
IL 62837. Just designate on the check that it is for camp. 

th

The camp registration packet can be found -->HERE. It will also be on the website and paper copies
will be mailed out soon. If you have any questions regarding camp, please contact Dennis or Carissa
Seidel at 618-315-0690, 618-315-0692 or gwbacamp@gmail.com

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11JOyEjUrztT6-BJTENNBOn277PAttlw_?usp=drive_link
mailto:gwbacamp@gmail.com


Lake Sallateeska Volunteers Needed



Priority Women’s Conference

This year’s Priority Conference is like no other.

Priority is a gathering of like-minded
women intentional about being a
disciple who makes disciples. 

We will gather for ONE conference,
over TWO DAYS (April 24-25), in
THREE different locations across
the state of Illinois. 

It’s a chance for women celebrate
God’s faithfulness through worship
and studying God’s word; equip
themselves to live as a follower of
Jesus through educational breakout
sessions and leave ready to return
to their area of ministry reminded
that they are not alone on their
journey. Priority is planned with you
in mind. You are our community.

There will be live worship, breakouts, and expo halls at all locations, and the main teaching
sessions will be broadcast from Decatur to the other 2 locations.

Check out the schedule and the biographical information about the speakers HERE. 

Plan to attend this outstanding Women’s Conference.

https://www.ibsa.org/ministries/women/priority/


GWBA - April Birthdays and Anniversaries

        Tim Lasswell (celebrating 7 years at FBC, Mt. Carmel)
1       Dennis Southerd
11      Kona Ready
14     Easton Bradley
17     Brianna Trowbridge
18     Timothy Caudill
20    Jay & Joann Loucks
24    Bill McKiddy
30    Jay Loucks

Greater Wabash Baptist Association has a website. Have you checked it out?
greaterwabash.org

We're also on Facebook.

Did You Know?

Mill Shoals Building Upgrade

A wise person once said that fellowship is the
body of Christ enjoying itself. One of the ways
the body of Christ participates in fellowship is by
sharing food together. The Mill Shoals
Missionary Baptist Church understands this and
recently did the labor and bore the expense of
building an addition for this new kitchen.

http://greaterwabash.org/


If you have used Sunday School literature to be taken to Love Packages 
to be shipped for reuse internationally  please contact Jay Loucks 

at 618-599-5448 or via email at pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com

mailto:pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com
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