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Briefs from Brent

How much would you give up to follow Jesus? If you are poor you might say 
take what I have. What do I have to lose? If you have a good job, money in the 
bank, and enjoy a measure of notoriety you may be more reluctant to walk away
from what you have. 

Levi was a tax collector. In terms of renumeration this was a good gig. Even an
honest tax collector could expect to have a steady income and enjoy a nice life but if
your scruples were questionable and if your heart was even moderately harsh you
could make a killing collecting taxes; giving the government their expected share
and holding on to what was left. Of course, you did not have many friends and the
friends you had were a little suspicious of you. But Jesus saw Levi sitting at his tax
booth counting his money and shaking off the crude remarks being said of him.
When Jesus saw him, he called out to him “Follow Me.” 

What did Jesus see in Levi that made him want to invite him to become one of his
followers? He saw something that the people who visited his tax booth did not see.
They saw a crook. They saw someone who had it better than they did. They saw a
hated man. They also saw a man to be jealous of. He had more money and power
than they had and truth be known they might have liked to have had his job. They
would complain about him, but they might have liked to have been him. 

Jesus saw in Levi a man whose character was better than it appeared. He saw
someone who was unsatisfied and dissatisfied. He saw a sinner, but he also saw a
soul who had a bit of a hunger and thirst for righteousness. He saw a man who was
moldable. This was the kind of person he was looking for to be a part of his
movement so he issued an invitation “Follow me.” Levi accepted the invitation and
left everything and followed him. I am not sure if this yet means that he was ready to
leave his tax business. I suspect he left someone in charge of the booth and the
books so he could go inquire more about Jesus. But he stepped away from his
office and began listening to Jesus and he heard enough from Jesus that he liked
what he heard, and he wanted to listen more. Levi was curious enough about Jesus
that he made a great feast and invited a large company of tax collectors to come
and meet Jesus and his disciples. Without shame and without trying to hide it, Jesus
and his disciples had table fellowship with tax collectors and sinners. Now that will
make some religious people grumble. 
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 Baptisms   

If your church has baptism pictures to share, 
please send them to us so we can rejoice with you. 

It is wonderful to see how the Lord continues to work in our churches. 

Sims Missionary Baptist Church had to do some maintenance on their baptistry but the 
repairs have been made, and the baptismal waters are being stirred once again. On Sunday 
February 8, the congregation had the privilege of seeing a husband and wife giving testimony of
their faith through baptism. Pictured is pastor Daniel Bradley baptizing Walter and Kathy Tibbs. On
that same day Kaylee Bullard and Lexi Hatcher were baptized. Meah Nettleton was baptized on the
following Sunday, February 15.

Crossville Missionary Baptist Church Pastor Ron Fellows had
the privilege of baptizing Matthew Steward on Sunday
February 22.

Crossville Missionary Baptist

Sims Missionary Baptist



Celebration

This past Sunday March 1 we had a great turnout from our association to meet our 
new IBSA Executive Director Scott Foshie. People from 15 of our Greater Wabash churches 
were present and were able to listen to Scott share his burden for reaching Illinois for Christ and 
his dreams and plans of how Illinois Baptist churches can be effective in this endeavor.

At this same gathering our Greater Wabash churches had the opportunity to express their
appreciation for retiring AMS Brent Cloyd. Brother Cloyd and sister Jeanette were presented with
gifts and individuals were able to leave cards and express in writing their memories of the Cloyds
during their eleven year ministry with the association. 

Thank you so much for the gift of the wooden cross
presented to me on March 1, commemorating my 11
years of service with GWBA. It has been a great joy to
be your leader during this time. Keep believing and
preaching and teaching that "we must needs go
home by the way of the cross, there is no other way
but this". 
                     Brent



Appreciation

Words of Thanks

GWBA Brothers & Sisters,
Thank you for the generous gift to our family cemetery fund given in my dad’s memory. I am certain
the upkeep of a family resting place is somewhat of a thankless task. The memorial gifts given will
encourage and assist those who maintain those grounds. I’d also like to thank Brent and Jeanette
for their encouragement, prayers, and concern for dad and for Sheila and I as we cared for him. God
bless you all. 
                                                                                                          In Christ’s Love,
                                                                                                          Bennie & Sheila Tomberlin

GWBA Family,
Thank you so much for the many ways you have shown Christ’s love to me during the recent loss or
my beloved dad. Your prayers, words of comfort, and delicious meals truly mean more than my
words can express. 
                                                                                                          Thank you,
                                                                                                          Jeanette

On Friday January 30 the Sims Missionary Baptist Church 
hosted a Lay Preacher’s Dinner for the men and their families who
pastor our small churches and do pulpit supply in our churches. It was
a good opportunity for these men and their families to connect and
fellowship with one another. Thank you, Pastor Bradley, for having the
vision for doing this and thank you Sims Missionary Baptist for doing
the work and bearing the cost.



Upcoming Events

On Saturday March 21 from 8:30 until 10:30 we will have a Deacon Training. Bob Dickerson, former
pastor at First Baptist Marion and current IBSA Regional Consultant will be leading this training. Bob
will be teaching us about “What is a Deacon to Be and What is a Deacon to Do.” This training will
take place at Sims Missionary Baptist Church. 

Deacon Training

Associational Training Event

At 6:00 PM on Thursday March 12 we will have a training night. We will have training in two areas.
Kaleb Collard will help us discover ways to better use church media both in our buildings and in our
on-line presence. Jay Loucks will be helping us to implement ways to better minister to youth and
children in our churches. This meeting will be held at North Side Baptist Church in Fairfield. The
Church is located at 905 N. First Street in Fairfield. This training time will begin with a light meal.



Upcoming Revival at Olive Branch 



Youth Worship Night at Mt. Carmel



Priority Women’s Conference

This year’s Priority Conference is like no other.

Priority is a gathering of like-minded
women intentional about being a
disciple who makes disciples. 

We will gather for ONE conference,
over TWO DAYS (April 24-25), in
THREE different locations across
the state of Illinois. 

It’s a chance for women celebrate
God’s faithfulness through worship
and studying God’s word; equip
themselves to live as a follower of
Jesus through educational breakout
sessions and leave ready to return
to their area of ministry reminded
that they are not alone on their
journey. Priority is planned with you
in mind. You are our community.

There will be live worship, breakouts, and expo halls at all locations, and the main teaching
sessions will be broadcast from Decatur to the other 2 locations.

Check out the schedule and the biographical information about the speakers HERE. 

Plan to attend this outstanding Women’s Conference.

https://www.ibsa.org/ministries/women/priority/


Lake Sallateeska Volunteers Needed



GWBA - March Birthdays and Anniversaries

1       Dennis Seidel (celebrating 17 years at Northside, Grayville)
2      Doug Haile
6      Kenzie Seidel
13     Derek Ready
13     Betty Minnick
16     Derek Ready (celebrating 18 years at Jasper)
20    Benny Rhinehart
29    Doug Haile (celebrating 11 years at Ten Post Oak)

Greater Wabash Baptist Association has a website. Have you checked it out?
greaterwabash.org

We're also on Facebook.

Did You Know?

Ordination of Father and Son

On Sunday February 15 the First Baptist Church of
Carmi ordained Bill Foote as a deacon and they
ordained Bill’s son Ben Foote to the Gospel Ministry.
Ben was recently called to be the pastor at Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist Church. Pleasant Grove
dismissed their worship service that morning and their
congregants worshipped with the Carmi congregation
and participated in their pastor’s ordination. Andy
Hannaford, former youth pastor at Carmi, preached the
ordination service. 

http://greaterwabash.org/


If you have used literature, please make arrangements to bring it 
to the office or contact Brent at 618-599-5059. 

He periodically takes a load of these used materials to Love Packages 
where the items will be packaged and shipped to other nations that can use them.


