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Dear Greater Wabash Baptist Association family,
                 
On September 20 , we held our 144  Annual Meeting of the Greater Wabash th th

Baptist Association at First Baptist Church of Carmi. This was a significant 
meeting for our churches. One of the significant points of the annual meeting 
was the addition of Olney Southern Baptist Church of Olney, Illinois to the Greater
Wabash family of churches. This brings the number of our churches to 23 churches. 
It was a great sight to see the messengers vote to admit this church into our family. 
Let’s continue to pray for our family of churches to grow in connection and in number
in the future.
                 
One of the great experiences that was part of our annual meeting was the great sense
of community that was seen and experienced in this great meeting. This feeling of
community and fellowship was evident before, during and after the meeting. When you
could see everyone reconnecting with old friends, and meeting new friends, it was
encouraging. I personally enjoyed connecting with so many people that I had the
privilege of meeting in my travels the last 5 months in my role of interim AMS. We want
to keep building relationships with our churches as we serve the Lord.
                 
We want to thank everyone at First Baptist Church of Carmi for making the meeting a
great experience. We want to thank Pastor Drake Caudill for his leadership in preparing
their church building and staff for the annual meeting. He spent hours preparing for the
meeting and we are thankful for this participation. We want to thank the family at First
Baptist Carmi for all they did to make the meeting a great experience for everyone.
                 
We want to thank Pastor Dennis Seidel of Northside Grayville Missionary Baptist
Church for leading our annual meeting as our moderator. We want to thank so many
people who made the meeting such a great experience. We are thankful for the work of
the three GWBA teams, the GWBA clerk, Kerri Mosson and the GWBA Treasurer, Janie
Stephens to make the meeting a great time of fellowship, community and worship.
                 
On a personal note, I am grateful for the support of the Association in calling me to
serve in the role of Association Mission Strategist for the Greater Wabash Baptist
Association. I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in this new role and I have a
desire to serve our churches as your Servant and Shepherd. As I keep praying and
serving you, please keep praying for Joann and I as we serve in this new role. We look
forward to encouraging, engaging, and extending the Gospel with the Greater Wabash
family. 

In His Service,
Jay Loucks
GWBA Missionary
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 Baptisms   

If your church has baptism pictures to share, 
please send them to us so we can rejoice with you. 

It is wonderful to see how the Lord continues to work in our churches. 

Sadly, no GWBA baptisms have been reported
this month. Let’s join together to pray for the
lost to come to the saving grace of Jesus and
that they will follow in believer’s baptism.



GWBA Celebrations

The New Faces of the GWBA Annual Meeting

Dr. Scott Foshie, the new Executive Director of Illinois Baptist State
Association was our key note speaker. He also brought greetings from
our state Association and shared some updates. IBSA has a new Vision
Statement - Glorify God by impacting lostness with the light of the gospel
together. We’ve also embarked on three partnerships: the International
Mission Board, the North American Mission Board, and the Tennessee
Baptist Mission Board.

This edition of The Tie is my final accomplishment as the Administrative Assistant of GWBA. Thank you for
allowing me to serve in this capacity. When Brent retired in the spring I advised the Leadership team that I
was committed to staying on until the association hired Brent’s replacement. Doing so not only provided
some continuity, it also assured that the new AMS would be able to determine his own needs for an
Administrative Assistant.

I have thoroughly enjoyed my years serving as the Administrative Assistant. As I move into retirement, this is
not good-bye, but rather I will see you again soon, now as a friendly GWBA face rather than as an employee.
 
                                                                                                                                        Jeanette

Jeanette Cloyd’s Retirement

This year’s GWBA messengers voted to
hire Jay Loucks as our Associational
Mission Strategist. Jay’s leadership will
move us toward great things in the future
of our association.

Although he wasn’t able to be present, Don Hood
is the newest pastor of our assocation. He is the
pastor of Olney Southern Baptist Church. This
year’s messengers voted to accept the church as a
cooperating GWBA church.



Information from GWBA Churches

Round Up Sunday at North Side, Fairfield

There were a lot of fun activities on the grounds of
North Side, Fairfield following Sunday morning
worship on September 27 . It was Round Up
Sunday which included a western-themed meal
and activities for the children.

th

Keenes Has a New Church Sign

Ten Post Oak Homecoming

The church family of Ten Post Oak enjoyed their annual
Homecoming on September 27th.

The children were
deputized and sent into
the hallway of the church
to look for outlaws.
Wanted posters featured
some of the church
members.



What’s Coming in GWBA Churches

All Church Training
An All-Church Training event will be held at First Baptist Church of Grayville on 
October 13  starting with registration and refreshments at 5:30 pm. This is an IBSA th

training event for pastors and church leaders. This is a free event to help churches to grow 
in their effectiveness in ministry. Please plan to attend this great training. Go HERE for more
information and to pre-register.

Pastor’s Daughter to Wed

Homecoming at Liberty Baptist
Liberty Baptist Church of Burnt Prairie will be having their homecoming services on October 11 .th

Pastor Nathaniel Trowbridge and his wife Brianna, will be celebrating the wedding of their
daughter Kamryn on Saturday October 10th

Sims Events
Sims Missionary Baptist Church
will also be holding their
homecoming services on
October 11 . They will also be
holding a week of revival during
October 12-17 . Pastor Ken
Wilson will be their revival
speaker.

th

th

Operation Christmas Child
North Side Baptist Church of Fairfield will be the Wayne County Collection site for Operation
Christmas Child. Collection Week is November 16-23.

https://www.ibsa.org/events/all-church-training-greater-wabash/


All Church Training



Fall Happenings

Many of our churches will be hosting events this fall. Please pray for one another
and for the events  that will take place.



IBSA Youth Encounter



IBSA Annual Meeting

The Illinois Baptist State Association will be holding its annual meeting at Metro 
Community Church in Edwardsville, Illinois on November 3-4. Please plan to 
register and attend this great time of Illinois Baptists meeting together in a time of 
business, worship and fellowship. An exciting part of the meeting will be the admission 
over 20 new churches to the IBSA family. This is a great time to fellowship with other pastors,
churches and ministry leaders.

Please check out all of the details and pre-register HERE.

Main Session Speakers

Sandy Wisdom-Martin, an Illinois native who has served as the
Executive Director-Treasurer of Woman’s Missionary Union will
also be at our annual meeting. Sandy’s formative years included
many adventures at Lake Sallateeska. After college and
seminary she served in ministry positions  in Arkansas, Illinois
and Texas  before taking the position at WMU.

There will be a dessert fellowship at 8:30 pm in the foyer of the
Metro Community Church of Edwardsville in honor of Sandy
Wisdom-Martin and in celebration of her upcoming retirement
after 10 years at WMU. 

Childcare is available to those who register in advance, for children ages 6-weeks to 10-years-old, all
provided by our trained Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief Childcare workers. Childcare will be open

during all sessions and Wednesday Breakouts, but closed during meal times.

This year’s Annual Meeting has an outstanding list of main session speakers:

Tuesday Evening - Tennesse Baptist Mission Board Executive Director Randy Davis

Wednesday Afternoon - SBC Executive Committee President and CEO Jeff Iorg

Wednesday Afternoon - New President of the SBC’s Ethics and Religious Libert Commission
Evan Lenow

Wednesday Evening - International Mission Board President Paul Chitwood 

https://www.ibsa.org/annual-meeting-home/


IBSA College Student Care Packages

One major way to show the next generation the love of Christ is by helping 
churches provide care packages to College students. We’re collecting items that 
will enable churches to reach out to local college campuses and universities. 



Team Freels for Bosnians



Lake Sallateeska Workday



GWBA - October Birthdays and Anniversaries

1        Christian Cullison (celebrating 3 years at Albion)
1        Nathaniel Trowbridge (celebrating 10 years at Samaria)
5       Matt Rhinehart
8       Bennie and Sheila Tomberlin
31      Tim Collins (celebrating 27 year at Liberty)

Greater Wabash Baptist Association has a website. Have you checked it out?
greaterwabash.org

We're also on Facebook.

Did You Know?

GWBA Has a New Associational Mission Strategist

Our association is blessed to have Jay Loucks as our Associational
Mission Strategist. He has served us well in the part-time Interim role
for the past five months and is ready to have more time to invest in
the work of the association.

Jay is active at the state level, having served on the IBSA Search
Committee during its search for the current Executive Director. Jay
also continues to serve as an IBSA Board Member.

Jay has served churches in Arizona, West Virginia, Ohio, and Illinois.

Jay is blessed to have a wonderful ministry partner. He and his wife
Joann have been married for 30 years. They are the parents of two
young adults : Jay III and Janna (Loucks) Kappler.

Having been the previous AMS’s wife, Jeanette Cloyd encourages
us to : Please remember to pray for Jay and his wife Joann as they
transition into his full-time role. Occasional texts, emails or cards of
appreciation would likely be appreciated as well.

Thank you for your leadership, Jay.

http://greaterwabash.org/


If you have used Sunday School literature to be taken to Love Packages 
to be shipped for reuse internationally  please contact Jay Loucks 

at 618-599-5448 or via email at pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com

mailto:pastorjayloucks@yahoo.com
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